
What is
Information

Literacy?

Understanding how
information is produced

Like virtually every other part of our lives,
information is produced and distributed via

industry. Media organizations treat information as
a product, which is used or consumed by the

public. Issues that surround information
production and distribution include:

contextualization, accessibility, personal and
institutional biases, political leanings, and

information overload.

The reflective discovery of
information

When you find a piece of information, take a
moment to reflect on it and its source: Where
did you find this information? Who is/are the
author(s)? When was it published? Does the

info seem accurate? What is its purpose? 
These questions can help you to determine the
quality and validity of the information before

accepting it as an authoritative source.
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The use of info in creating
knowledge and

participating ethically in
communities of learning

You use the information that you gather to
create knowledge, both for yourself and to

share with others. Having good and
accurate information is necessary for

formulating your own thoughts: put simply,
we should seek out as much accurate

information as needed in order to formulate
our own ideas on important matters.

With the large number forms of
media readily available, media

literacy is a vital tool for
evaluating the information you
receive. Knowing what media is
accurate and reliable, and what

you can reasonably
contextualize, is necessary for

your engagement in both
academic and civic life. Being a

critical consumer of media
requires constant work on all of

our parts so that we can
recognize and avoid false,
inaccurate, and harmful

information.

The CRAAP test is an
excellent tool for

evaluating the quality of
your information source.

The test asks you to
consider the Currency,
Reliability, Accuracy,

Authority, and Purpose
of a source in order to

determine if it is
trustworthy. 

 

Why is information
literacy important? How to improve

your information
literacy


