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What is an infographic?

▣ A clear and concise graphic, visual 
representation of information used to easily 
communicate data, patterns, and trends

▣ Effective as a tool for communicating ideas 
and displaying large amounts of information 
relatively quickly

▣ Combine text, graphics, and images together 
in a way that is aesthetically appealing and 
engaging
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Infographics as writing

▣ Students identify external sources (e.g., journal 
article) & properly cite them

▣ Infographics tell a story through an 
introduction, a main argument, and a 
conclusion

▣ Can be end product of research or inquiry 
process much like an essay 
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Critical thinking skills & infographics

▣ Infographics requires students to evaluate, 
analyze and synthesize assigned readings

▣ Requires summarization of critical course 
concepts

▣ Enhances long-term retention of information
▣ Provides synthesis of newly acquired and 

long-term knowledge
▣ Offers practice with communication skills
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Scaffolding Infographics

▣ To scaffold an infographic as a final product of 
an inquiry process, steps could include:
□ Research Stage: Submission of an 

annotated bibliography, or first draft of 
infographic content

□ Drafting Stage: Students receive feedback 
on a draft of the infographic and/or its 
content from instructors or peers

□ Designing Stage: Students receive support 
on designing their infographic, through 
tutorials, peer support
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Infographic rubric

▣ Content: accurate and detailed information is provided 
and supports the argument

▣ Focus: All content concisely complements the purpose 
of the infographic

▣ Visual Appeal: Fonts, colors, layouts, & visual elements 
contribute to the infographic’s ability to convey the 
overall message

▣ Argument: The infographic effectively informs and 
convinces the reader of its intended purpose

▣ Organization: Information is systematically organized 
and supports readers’ comprehension of the main 
message

▣ Citation: Full bibliographic citations
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How to assign an infographic

▣ Find an infographic in your field to critique 
together as a class 
□ Check out Information is Beautiful and Daily 

Infographic

▣ Provide students with criteria for assessing 
the written assignment (e.g., rubric) 

▣ Let students select their platform (tool) for 
building their infographics but provide them 
with some options: 
□ Check out Infogr.am, Easelly, Piktochart, and Visme
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Example Assignment



USE THEORY & SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE 
TO CREATE YOUR INFOGRAPHIC

▣ Ask yourself, do you want to change behaviors 
in short- or long-term?

▣ Would it be best to use gain-framed or loss-
framed messaging? Why?

▣ Which health behavior change model would 
you use, and why?
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Example Assignment
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Example 
Assignment: 
Scaffolding
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Many thanks!
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